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Tip	of	the	Week:	Fain	Numbers	
	

Have	you	ever	wondered	what	a	FAIN	number	is?	Federal	Award	Identification	Number	(FAIN)	
is	a	unique	identifier	assigned	to	each	grant	award,	consisting	of	a	series	of	14	alphabetic	and	
numeric	characters.	
		

	
(Employment	and	Training	Administration	Grantee	Handbook,	June	2017,	pp.	7-8)	
		
	
The	Office	of	Management	and	Budget	(OMB)	required	Federal	agencies	to	start	using	the	FAIN	
numbering	system	in	October	2013.		
	
(http://www.itworks-inc.com/2013/07/15/how-fain-improves-data-quality-for-federal-
spending/)	
		


